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SUBJECT: FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO MAURITANIA 

REE: NOUAKCHOTT 254 

1 . EMBASSY UNABLE TO TURN UP ANYTHING ON POSSIBLE 
GOIC AID TO MAURITANIA MENTIONED REFTEL. EACT 
THAT GOIC DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC DEBT UNAWARE OF SUCH 
ASSISTANCE SUGGESTS THAT TRANSEER, IF IT OCCURRED, 

WAS IN FORM OF GRANT, NOT LOAN. 

2. COMING OFF A GOOD YEAR ECONOMICALLY, IVORY COAST IS 

COMPARATIVELY WELL OFF, AND IT IS QUITE CONCEIVABLE 
THAT HOUPHOUET COULD HAVE FELT FLUSH ENOUGH TO 
HELP OUT A FRIEND IN A SQUEEZE. AT THE SAME TIME, 

$10 MILLION IS AN EXCEEDINGLY LARGE SUM 
OF MONEY BY IVORIAN STANDARDS, AND IT WOULD INDEED 
BE REMARKABLE IF HOUPHOUET HAD GIVEN SO MUCH AWAY 
OUTRIGHT. 
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3. HOUPHOUET IS KNOWN FOR HIS LOW PROFILE IN SUCH 
MATTERS, SO IT MAY BE DIFEICULT TO OBTAIN DETAILS 
OF ANY IVORIAN AID TO MAURITANIA. EMBASSY WILL 
REPORT ANYTHING IT LEARNS. 
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